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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

1.1 GENERAL SYNOPTIC SITUATION

The surface positions of the ITD during this dekad oscillated over northern Senegal, southern Mauritania, sloping to central Mali and southern Niamey and on to Chad. Convective development leading to rain and/or thunderstorms over Ghana, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Senegal, Ivory Coast and Mali.

Places to the north of ITD were characterized with dust haze over northern Mali and Mauritania during the period.

1.2 WEATHER   SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA

Warm, humid conditions accompanied with light rains affected the country during the early part of the dekad.

OUT LOOK

Variably cloudy/and humid with thunderstorms and / or rains is very likely over some places during the dekad. 

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION

The rainfall situation according to records is still not yet favourable for sowing except for those who engaged in dry sowing for early millet. Dekadal rainfall recorded were insignificant except for Sapu in the Middle Third that recorded 9.8mm, Janjanbureh recorded 1.1mm and Fatoto recorded 0.9mm. The rest of the country were either trace or no rainfall at all.
2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 25°C and 28.0°C in the western third, 31.0oC to 32°C in the Middle Third, and 32.0oC in the Eastern Third. Minimum temperatures were between 15°C and 18°C in the Western Third, 22°C and 23°C in the Middle Third and 23oC in the Eastern Third. Highest temperatures were between 39°C in the Western Third to 42°C over rest of the country.
2.3 Winds

Winds recorded were generally light to moderate with a maximum gust of 31km/h over the western Third of the country.
2.4 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration was on average 9hours Countrywide.

2.5 Relative Humidity

Average maximum relative humidity (RH) was above 70% in Western and Middle Thirds and less than 70% in the Eastern Third. 
3.0 Hydrological Situation

Due to high evapotranspiration, the river Gambia water levels continue to decline especially in the eastern most parts, while the tidal amplitude the in western parts widened. The saline front is progressively moving upstream towards its upper limit towards Kuntaur as it has already past Kaur about 200 km from the river mouth at Banjul. This movement is exacerbated by the abstraction of water from the river for irrigation and other uses.

The groundwater levels in boreholes and wells are observed to be gradually declining owing to continued extraction of water for domestic and irrigation purposes.

This situation is expected to intensify until the rains commence, when the river flow will be replenished and the groundwater recharged again. 

4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION

The major Agricultural activity in this Region continues to be field clearing, acquisition and treatment of seeds and repairing of tools.

NORTH BANK REGION

The major Agricultural activity in this Region continues to be field clearing, the acquisition and treatment of seeds and repairing of tools. However there are some farmers in this Region engaged in dry sowing of early millet and wet seasonal vegetable production.
LOWER RIVER REGION
In this region farmers are engaged in field clearing, acquisition and treatment of seeds; some farmers are also engaged in dry ploughing on their fields.

CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH

N/A
CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH

N/A
UPPER RIVER REGION

Agricultural activity in region is mainly dry season rice production. The crop phenology stages ranged from vegetative to maturity. Earliest shown fields have already been harvested others will be harvested in June whilst some crops are at reproductive stage. In the upland fields, preparations are in high gears, some farmers are clearing their fields, and others have finished clearing and are applying backyard manure to improve and increase soil fertility.
4.1 Crop Production

N/A

4.2 Crop Protection

N/A

4.3 Livestock

The Livestock situation in the Country is not likely to improve now against the rainy season due to the indiscriminate burning of the bushes in preparation for the rainy season and inadequate shrubs for browsing. However, it should be noted that, Clinical treatment figures have not been obtained in the first deca of June due the nationwide CBPP vaccination exercise which is still on-going. 

The Department of Livestock Services will not relent in its drive to minimize the woeful threats of animal diseases in the Country.

5.0 National Environment Agency (NEA)

N/A

6.0 Market Situation

N/A
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